
REGULAR MEETING 
July 7, 2014 

 
A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Busti was held on July 7, 2014 at 6:45 p.m., at the 
Busti Lakewood Recreational Center, 9 W. Summit St, Lakewood, New York with the following members 
present: 

Supervisor Jesse M. Robbins 
Councilman Richard B. Thor 
Councilman Kenneth J. Lawton  
Councilman Todd M. Hanson  
Councilman Brett A. Mucheck 
  

Supervisor Robbins called the meeting to order with the salute to the flag and a moment of silence was 
observed. 
 
Present at the meeting were: Mary Griffin, Jim Loomis, Lorie Robbins, Deputy Town Clerk Susan 
Huffman, Inspection Officer Jeff Swanson, Highway Superintendent Melvin Peterson, Busti-Lakewood 
Rec Director Diana Peterson, Post Journal Reporter Mallory Diefenbach, and Lakewood-Busti Police Chief 
John Bentley.  
 
Residents present were given the opportunity to be heard.  
 
Lakewood Busti Police Chief John Bentley reported that there have been 6,565 incidents YTD. Officers 
were present at the opening night of Stateline Speedway, there were very few incidents, and overall the 
night went well. Officers were present at the Fourth of July event in the Village of Lakewood. There were 
two shifts over the 4th of July weekend that utilized the DWI grant.  
  
Highway Superintendent Melvin Peterson reported that the Highway Department is on vacation this week 
with the exception of Jeremy Hasson and Tanner Delahoy. Suit Kote has been working on Gleason Road. 
South Main Street has been crack sealed. The department will begin paving in the next week and a half. 
Superintendent Peterson has received one bid for tree removal at the Bentley Cemetery and is waiting for 
more.   
 
Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Lawton:  
 
 RESOLVED, that the Town of Busti accept the following agreement with the Village of 
Lakewood to share services of Code Enforcement Officer.  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Upon roll call vote, all aye 
 
Supervisor Robbins moved the following motion which was duly seconded by Councilman Thor. 
 
 RESOLVED, that Brett Mucheck represent the Town of Busti on the proposed Chautauqua Lake 
& Watershed Management Alliance. 
All aye.  
 
There was discussion regarding forming the Comprehensive Plan Oversight Committee. Supervisor 
Robbins will contact David Paternitti and Don McCord.  
 
There was discussion regarding the hiring of a Certified Public Account to do an external audit which 
would be used by Moody’s Investor Service for rating NY Local Governments. No decision was made.  
 
Inspection Officer Jeff Swanson has recommended that the town begin charging a fee for Firework Display 
Permit Applications. Town Clerk Darlene Nygren will contact other municipalities as to what their town 
policies is for such an application.  



Supervisor Robbins moved the following resolution which was duly seconded by Councilman Mucheck. 
 RESOLVED, that Supervisor Robbins be authorized and directed to pay the presented 

General Fund, Highway Fund, Joint Recreation Fund and the Hazeltine Public Library for Abstract No. 14 
from warrant #404 to and including warrant #470 in the amount of $72,774.29. 
Upon roll call vote, all aye. Carried 
 
Supervisor Robbins moved to accept the minutes of June 16, 2014 which was duly seconded by 
Councilman Thor. 
All aye. 

 
Councilman Thor reported that the Ad hoc committee has been meeting on Wednesday evenings. There 
have been approximately 12 members of the public that have been attending the meetings in addition to the 
committee. The committee has discussed Shared Services for the Recreation Center with Southwestern 
Central School. Rudy Mueller spoke in regards to the budgets for the Village of Lakewood and Town of 
Busti, Bill Evans spoke regarding the Chautauqua Avenue Project and the need to update due to the fact 
that it has been 10 years since the original project was developed. This week Chief Bentley and local 
merchants will be speaking, and on August 27th Senator Cathleen Young will be speaking.  

 
Councilman Hanson reported that he and the Court are putting numbers and information together that are 
needed to submit the Justice Court Assistance Program Grant application.   
 
Councilman Lawton reported that the Bike Trail Committee has renamed the trail as the LoCo Rail Trail, 
for Lower County, indicating the possibility of the trail going beyond Busti/Lakewood. The committee is 
creating a website LoCotrail.org. Nate Barron is designing a logo for the bike trail which can be used on 
banners and posters. Hollyloft has donated a $550 bike to be raffled off and provided a trailer that was used 
at the 4th of July celebration in the Village to hand out maps and information about the trail. The committee 
is continuing to seek ways of raising money in support of the bike trail, they are approaching different 
foundations for donations but the foundations are waiting on the decision as to whether the DOT will be 
awarded. The railroad has a Club Car that they have said they would allow the committee to use for an 
event but it will only be available on the railroads schedule. Councilman Lawton will be submitting a 
proposed agreement for the lease from the railroad.  The money from the Community Foundation can only 
be used for trail building activities. The committee will be opening a checking account to deposit money 
that can be used where the committee deems necessary. There is a fund raiser scheduled for August 3rd and 
will be held at Southern Tier Brewery. Councilman Lawton asked the board members and Superintendent 
Peterson to consider “Inkind Services” possibly using the Highway Department and to investigate how 
those services would be measured.  
 

 
Upon motion duly made by Supervisor Robbins the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
All aye. 

 
 
 

_______________________________ 
     Darlene H. Nygren, Town Clerk    

 

                   
 
  
 
 
 
 





 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 
 
 


